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Every generation is bound to the next 
By a wonderful legacy of  

Tradition, community and caring. 
 

Join us for a gala celebration 
In honor of  

Congregation B’nai Moshe’s 
100th Anniversary 

 

You are invited to a  
 

Celebration Program  
and Dinner Dance 

 

Celebrate with our honorees: 
Renee Gunsberg 

Joel Ungar 
Gabriel Pachter 
Jenna Sperling 
Hannah Fine 

 

Sunday, May 22, 2011 
5:30 p.m.  at 

Congregation B’nai Moshe 
6800 Drake Road 

West Bloomfield, MI 

Hannah Fine 

Jenna Sperling 

Gabriel Pachter 

Joel Ungar 

Renee Gunsberg 
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HOW YOU CAN REACH US 
 

Telephone: (248) 788-0600 

Fax: (248) 788-0604 

School office: (248) 788-3600 

email: cbminfo@bnaimoshe.org 

on the web: www.bnaimoshe.org 
 

Clergy 

Rabbi Elliot Pachter ... rabepach@bnaimoshe.org 

Cantor Earl G. Berris .... cantorb@bnaimoshe.org 
 

Executive Director 

Charles Berris ............. cbminfo@bnaimoshe.org 
 

Director of Education 

Gail Gales .................... cbmedu@bnaimoshe.org 
 

Office ....................... cbmoffice@bnaimoshe.org 

bnaimoshe@bnaimoshe.org 
 

President .................................... Kerry  Greenhut 

cbmpres@sbcglobal.net 
 

Vice Presidents ............................. Douglas Zack 

Daniel Sperling 

Steven Fine 
 

Treasurer ........................................... Joel Shayne 
 

Secretary .................................. Steven Mondrow 

(USPS 981-880) Published Monthly except July 
 

POSTMASTER: 

Send Address Changes to: 

B’nai Moshe Bulletin 

6800 Drake Road 

West Bloomfield, MI 48322 
 

Periodical Postage 

Paid at Pontiac, MI 48343 

June-July Bulletin Deadline 
June-July Bulletin articles are due in the office 

on May 4, 2011. Stories may be delivered to the 

office, faxed to (248)788-0604, or e-mailed to 

cbminfo@bnaimoshe.org. Photographs are 

encouraged to accompany stories when 

appropriate. Late stories are subject to inclusion 

on a case-by-case basis. 

HAVE YOU VISITED 

OUR WEBSITE? 

www.bnaimoshe.org 

 

We Have Archived Bulletins 

by Kerry Greenhut 

The Time Has Come... 
 

Part I 
    Wow.  After months of planning and 
anticipation, the big Congregation B’nai Moshe 
100th anniversary celebration weekend is just 
around the corner. 
   Whether you have had a long affiliation with our 

synagogue or have recently joined, I sincerely hope and encourage 
you to participate.  Even if you are someone who we typically see 
just two or three days a year, this will be a weekend you should not 
miss. 
   I hope to see our parking lot jammed and every seat taken at all 
of the events. 
   The speakers will be great.  The food will be great.  The music 
will be great.  The camaraderie will be great.  Don’t be conspicuous 
by your absence! 
 

Part II 
   And, as the candles burn down on the B’nai Moshe 100 year 
birthday cake, it will also signal the conclusion of my two years of 
service as president of the congregation.  
   It has been an eventful period.  The officers, board, and I have 
tried to steer our synagogue through these difficult economic times.  
I appreciate all the assistance they have given, along with that of 
our clergy, our executive director, the synagogue staff, the many 
unpaid volunteers who have given generously of their time, and the  
financial support of the membership. 
   I have particularly enjoyed communicating with you – both in 
person and through these monthly columns, which has been a 
rewarding challenge.  For one thing, having the Bulletin posted on 
our website greatly expanded the number of hits when you Google 
my name.  (I have even had feedback that my columns are being 
read outside of our membership.)  It’s also been the first time I ever 
had a regular writing gig, and I wouldn’t mind continuing it in some 
fashion, now that I will have more time on my hands.  (Alan Hitsky:  
Are you reading this?) 
   In the next few weeks I will take back my seat among the rest of 
the congregation.  The reins will be turned over to a new president.  
I wish him all the best and will do what I can to support him so our 
history will continue strong into a second century.  I know you will 
all do the same. 
 
See you in shul! 
 
Kerry Greenhut 

Thoughts From Our President 

Annual Membership Meeting Set  
Please join us at 7 p.m. on May 26 to elect new officers and 
directors, to hear reports and make your voice heard as we 
plan for the future. 
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by Rabbi Elliot Pachter 

 On Birthdays and Anniversaries 
  I discovered that I have something in 
common with Raymond Burr, Peggy 
Cass and Mr. T.  Yes, that’s right--
Perry Mason and Ironside, the panelist 
from To Tell The Truth, and the guy 
with the mohawk from Rocky III and the 
A-Team.  What is it?  We all share the 
same birthday —  May 21. This year, I 

am honored to also share my birthday with the 100th 
anniversary celebration of our synagogue, and I hope to 
see you in person on that Shabbat morning, and 
hopefully for the entire weekend. 

 Speaking of things in common, you are no doubt 
familiar with homonyms.  Homonyms are words which 
have two different, and unrelated meanings.   An 
example is “round” which can mean both “the shape of a 
circle” and “a segment of a boxing match.”  Similar to the 
homonym is the homophone — words which share a 
pronunciation, though not necessarily the same spelling.  
An example of homophone are the words — to, too and 
two. 

Then there is the contronym, also called antagonym.  
This refers to a word which has two opposite meanings, 
such as: 

Anxious — when you really want to do something, or 
you really don’t. 

Awful — something/someone you detest or admire. 
Cut — When you cut a line, you enter; when you cut a 

class you leave. 
OK, you get the idea.  What especially draws me to the 

contronym is its connection to Judaism. The Bible, the 
main source of our religion, is rich with internal 
contradictions. The prophets Isaiah and Micah teach us 
to “beat our swords into plowshares,” but the prophet 
Joel teaches the opposite—to “beat our plowshares into 
swords.” Normally, we are a peace loving people, but 
there are times when fighting is the right thing to do. 

 In the book of Psalms we are told: “The earth is the 
Lord’s” (Ps. 24) but also: “God has given the earth to 
humanity.” (Ps. 115)  So which is it—does the earth 
belong to God or us?  The answer is that there is no 
contradiction.  We (people) are entitled to the earth only 
when we first acknowledge that it is a gift from God.  We 
do this by reciting berakhot when we eat or experience 
other wonders of nature.  We do this when we express 
and feel gratitude on a daily basis. 

 Reaching a milestone birthday or anniversary is a  
time to be grateful to God, but also a time to be proud   
of our own accomplishments — our strength and 
perseverance. 

A Word From Our Rabbi 

by Cantor Earl G. Berris 

Jewish Naming 
   There is a spiritual connection 
between the name of an individual and 
his soul. A soul's essence is Divine and 
a person's name defines this essence. 
In certain Sephardic communities — 
Jews from Spain, the Orient, the 
Middle East including those that never 
left the Land of Israel — it is 

considered auspicious for long life for a father to name 
a child after himself or the grandfathers. For those Jews 
who come from Europe, it is the generally accepted 
Ashkenazic custom not to name children after living 
peoples.  
   There are many Hebrew names that are seconded by 
Yiddish names, such as Aryeh Leib, Tzvi Hirsch and 
Zev Wolf, to name a few. Sometimes the Yiddish is a 
translation of the Hebrew and some are transliteration 
of the Hebrew into Yiddish such as Aizik from Yitzchak. 
The custom of giving a Yiddish name comes from two 
sources, one religious and one secular. In many of our 
sacred writings we read that Hebrew, the Holy Tongue, 
should only be used for prayer or study and a 
vernacular for everyday speech. This was extended, 
apparently, to the daily use of Hebrew names. The 
second source is historical. In Europe the Jews 
attempted to assimilate into their society, similar to here 
in the United States.  
   They found the use of Yiddish names, which could be 
very similar to German names, easier to use in society. 
During many periods of time, Yiddish names could often 
hide a Jewish origin. The use of Yiddish names became 
common, to the point that many European Jews where 
given, only, Yiddish names. In Sephardic communities, 
where Ladino and not Yiddish was the language of the 
Jews, the custom was to give one Hebrew and one 
Ladino name, such as Michael Miguel. Still, never in the 
Sephardic tradition was the Hebrew name ever dropped 
as it was for so many Ashkenazic Jews. 
    At a Brit Milah, a boy receives his Hebrew name or in 
the case of a girl during an aliyah to the Torah by the 
father. Like the Jews of Europe, it is common for 
American Jews to give their children English names, as 
well. The English of today, is the Yiddish of Europe. 
One would not consider giving the child only an English 
name, instead of a Hebrew name, and I think one 
should not give, only, a Yiddish name for a Hebrew 
name, as Jews erroneously did in Europe. 
    To help you in choosing an appropriate religious 
name for a child, remember the following. There is no 
connection between a Hebrew name and an English 
name, unless the English is a direct transition from the 
Hebrew, such as Moshe and Moses. The Hebrew name 
does not have to begin with the same sounding letter or 
vowel sounds. If your child's English name is not 
derived directly from a Hebrew name, feel free to 
choose the Hebrew name based on any criteria you 
like. 

A Word From Our Cantor 
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L.I.F.E. / Youth News 

Bat Mitzvah  
~~~~~~~~~~ 
Leah Taub 

Leah Taub will be called to 
the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 
on Saturday, May 28 at 
Congregation B'nai Moshe. 

   She is the daughter of Dale and Gayle Taub 
and the sister of Benjamin.  
    Celebrating with Leah will be her 
grandparents, Anita & Jack Lampcov and Rhoda 
Taub. During this very special milestone, Leah 
will miss her grandfather, Stuart Taub z''l.  
    Leah is a seventh grader at Dunkel Middle 
School in Farmington Hills. Since she's been 6 
years old, Leah has been a passionate, 
successful gymnast. She also loves to cook and 
is very talented and creative in the kitchen! 
Leah is a volunteer at The Friendship Circle and 
has spent time helping others at Yad Ezra.     

Celebrate Our Siddur Party 
“We worked very hard and studied ‘brachot,’  
‘Torah,’  holidays and ‘tefilot.’ 
 We are now very happy to share with you, 
 Some of the prayers that we can do.  
 So please join us on Shabbat, the 7th of May,  
 For our very important, special day.” 
 

Our L.I.F.E. program second graders will receive 
their own siddurim. The program will be in the 
sanctuary, around 11:30 a.m., immediately after 
Musaf. 

Looking forward to seeing you there, 
 

Ilana Berris and the second grade class. 

Attention: Student 
Travelers to Israel 

   Students who will soon, or 
have recently traveled to Israel 
with “Birthright” or other 

programs are invited to the 
Shabbat morning service on 
Saturday, May 7. These 

travelers will be acknowledged for their 
participation in this important milestone in their 
Jewish lives.  
   Please contact the synagogue office to let us 
know the name of the student who has recently, or 
will soon travel to Israel. Let give us the name of 
the program and the dates of the trip.   
     Please RSVP to the office so that Rabbi Pachter 
and Cantor Berris can invite all travelers to the 
bimah for a special blessing. 

 

Families involved in the Life After L.I.F.E. 

Chavera spent the afternoon Wonderland Lanes 

Bowling Alley in Commerce Township on 

April. From left to right (back row) are Zachary 

and Kevin Friedman, Samantha Cohen, Joshua 

Sherman and Robbie Whelan.  The front row is 

Jacqueline Cohen, Haley Whelan, Ian Sherman 

and Isaac Mougoue.  

Strike A Pose 
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Synagogue / Community News  

üCountdown To 100 
                      

Join Your B’nai Moshe Family 
as We Countdown to 100! 

 
 

üNew Baby/Grandparents Shabbat – April 30 
Your naches is our naches! Enjoy the parade of 
beautiful babies, parents and grandparents at the 
Shabbat morning service followed by a special 
kiddush. 

  
üMother’s Day Brunch – Sunday, May 8 
Close the kitchen and bring your best ladies! Sponsored by your Men’s Club. 

 
üCelebration Weekend Events – May 20-22 

 
Honoring representatives of our rich history, confident present and hopeful future: 

Renee Gunsberg, Joel Ungar, Gabriel Pachter, Hannah Fine, Jenna Sperling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ü    A Sumptuous Shabbat Dinner on Friday night, May 20! 
Together we will enjoy a very special dinner and evening with Rabbi Michael Ungar, our weekend’s scholar in 

residence. Please RSVP no later than May 15. 
 
 ü     Shabbat Morning Service Worship and Celebration, May 21! 

Not only will we mark our 100
th
 year with a special Shabbat service, we will also be celebrating 

Rabbi Pachter’s birthday! Come ready to sing “Happy Birthday!” and enjoy a doubly 
delicious birthday kiddush!  

 
 ü     Celebratory Dinner/Dance, Sunday evening, May 22! 
Dance, dine and honor our past, our present, and our future.  It will be a celebration worthy of the last  
100 years, as well as the next 100 years!  

All RSVPs must be made by May 11 for this most beautiful occasion. 
 

It isn’t too late to help make the celebration even more special…. 
  
üCommemorate the Occasion by Purchasing a Brick! The first bricks will be laid during the 

celebration weekend. Call the office at 248-788-0600 to place your order. 
 

üBe an Angel! There are many other ways you can contribute to help us meet the expenses of 

our centennial celebration. Please give Pearlena Bodzin a call at (248) 357-1157 to discuss ways you 
can be involved. 
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Synagogue / Community News  

     Congregation B’nai Moshe and The Jewish Theological 
Seminary will honor Marcel and Maggie Thirman with the Shin 
Award at the upcoming JTS Gala Dinner scheduled for 
Wednesday, June 1. The Shin Award is presented to those who 
embody a commitment to synagogue life and Jewish education. 
    This year’s annual fundraising event, to be held at Adat 
Shalom, embodies the theme, a “JTS Culinary Adventure” by 
featuring a Rabbinic Cook-off competition for best appetizer. In 
addition, there will be a dessert demonstration and tasting with 
celebrity chef, Keenan Gerhard who appears on the Food 
Channel. 
     Marcel and Maggie Thirman are beloved members of B’nai 
Moshe where they have been members since coming to the 
Detroit. Area. Despite enormous personal tragedy as Holocaust 
survivors, they built a new life and loving family in our 
community. Marcel continues to work as a self-employed 
certified public accountant. Born in the city of Uzchorod, then in 
Czechoslovakia and today in the Ukraine, Marcel first landed in 
El Paso, Texas. He moved to Detroit to enable his sister, Irene, 
to be geographically close to her future husband in Windsor. 
Maggie, originally from Hungary, was living in Cleveland when 
she met Marcel shortly before they married in 1957. Maggie 
and Marcel are longtime proponents of Hillel Day School and 
are active supporters of the state of Israel, having participated 
in several missions. Maggie, who takes yoga and exercises 

classes at  the JCC 
Health Club, is a life-
long member of 
Hadassah and B’nai 
Moshe Sisterhood.  
    They are proud 
parents and 
grandparents of Mark 
and Stacey Thirman, 
Sarah, Sam, Charlotte 
and Lili of Wayland, 
Massachusetts, and 
Dr. Michael and Karen 
Thirman and Jonathan, Daniel and Hannah of Wilmette, Illinois. 

Their eldest grandson, Jonathan will graduate this spring from 
Yale University.    
   This year's other Shin Award recipients are: 

Allen Goodman and Janet Hankin of Congregation Beth 
Shalom 

Stephen Korn of Congregation Shaarey Zedek 

Ilene Miles of B'nai Israel Synagogue 

Jeffrey and Joyce Weingarten of Adat Shalom 
Synagogue   

    For details, contact the JTS office at 248.258.0055. 

Marcel and Maggie Thirman To Receive Shin Award At JTS  Gala 

Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Ungar 
celebrates CBM 100th Anniversary 

As part of our Celebration Shabbat 

Weekend May 20-22, we will 

welcome our Scholar-in-Residence 

Rabbi Michael Ungar.  

   Rabbi Ungar, son of proud parents 

Seymour and Sharlene (z”l) Ungar, 

grew up at B’nai Moshe. Ordained in 

1992 at the Jewish Theological 

Seminary of America, he is now the rabbi at 

Congregation Tifereth Israel in Columbus, Ohio.  

    Rabbi Ungar will speak on Friday night after 

Shabbat dinner on “The Rabbinate in the 21st 

Century:  How it is Changing and What it Means.” 

He will focus on the role of the rabbi, the history of 

the rabbinate, how it has changed and where it is 

going, sharing personal stories along the way. 

    In his second talk after Kiddush on Shabbat, 

Rabbi Ungar will discuss “At 100 Years, 

Our Reasons to Celebrate.” He will talk 

about the importance of reflection at 

milestones such as this, what B’nai 

Moshe has accomplished, what this 

100th year anniversary means to him and why 

Conservative Jews can be optimistic.   

Congregation B’nai Moshe 

invites you  
to the 

 

Apples and Honey 

 New Year Celebration 4 
 

Outdoor Picnic 
 

Sunday, August 28 
 

11 am – 2 pm 
at Congregation B’nai Moshe 
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Library / Sisterhood 

Check Out These National Jewish Book Award Titles 
The National Jewish Book Awards is the longest running North American awards program of its kind in the field of 
Jewish literature and is recognized as the most prestigious.  The Awards, presented by category, are given by the 
Jewish Book Council and serve to promote the reading, writing, publication, distribution, and public awareness of 
books that reflect the rich variety of the Jewish experience. These awards give recognition to 
outstanding books, stimulate writers to further literary creativity and  encourage the reading of 
worthwhile titles. The 2010 Award finalists and winners were announced in January of 2011.  Here 
are some of the Winners currently owned or on-order at the B’nai Moshe Library.  
 

Jewish Book of the Year Award: 
When They Come For Us We’ll Be Gone: The Epic Struggle To Save Soviet Jewry  
by Gal Beckerman 
 
 

Biography, Autobiography and Memoir Award: 
Dreyfus: Politics, Emotions, And The Scandal Of The Century  
by Judith Baskin and Kenneth Seeskin 
 
 Contemporary Jewish Life and Practice Award: 
Walking Israel: A Personal Search For The Soul Of A Nation 
by Martin Fletcher 
 

      
Fiction Award: 
To The End Of The Land by David Grossman. 
 
History Award:  
Early Modern Jewry:  
A New Cultural History  
by David Ruderman      
 

Illustrated Children’s Books Award:   
The Rooster Prince of Breslov  
 by Ann Redisch Stampler.                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

Outstanding Debut Fiction:  
Rich Boy 
by Sharon Pomerantz .   
 
 
Sephardic Culture Award: 
Yehuda Halevi 

              by Hillel Halkin. 
 
Look for these books and many NBA 
finalists at the Library.  And please remember the  
Sherry Wasserman Library Fund when you make  
donations to the synagogue.        

Sisterhood Gift Shop 

Stop and Shop 
 

Our gift shop has many great gifts for the 

mother / wife in your life. 

Buying something for Mother's Day at 

the gift shop also supports the activities 

of all the women of the synagogue. 

Buy something in honor of 

Israel Independence Day 

(May10) for yourself or home 

and help the economy of Israel 

and your Sisterhood. 
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Synagogue News 

Celebration Program  
& Dinner Dance 

 
Join us for a gala celebration 

In honor of   
Congregation B’nai Moshe’s 

100th Anniversary 
 

Sunday, May 22 
at 5:30 p.m. 

 
Celebrate with our honorees: 

       Renee Gunsberg 
Joel Ungar 

       Gabriel Pachter 
       Jenna Sperling 

     Hannah Fine 
 

Complete the reservation form on page 9 
Or return the invitation rsvp to the office 

 Detroit Tigers 

vs 

Arizona Diamondbacks 
Sunday, June 26 at 1:05 p.m. 
Section 144 Pavilion, Rows BB-EE 

Followed by a Fabulous Bar B Q 

Game only ticket price: $22         
Bar B Q only: $7.50   Children under 3: Free 

Game & Bar B Q: $25 
 

Spouses, Children, Grandchildren  

& Friends welcome 

Limited number of seats – first come, first served. 
Attendees expected to observe  

B’nai Moshe’s dietary laws 
 

RESERVATIONS MUST BE  

RECEIVED & PAID BY MAY 29  

For info, call: Jonathan Tobes, 248.254.2500 
Please indicate on the reservation form on page 9  

if you wish to carpool to Comerica Park 

 
 

B’nai Moshe Men’s Club 
Mother’s Day Brunch 

            Sunday, May 8 at 10 a.m. 
          following 9 a.m. services 

 

Each mother receives  
a flower 

Return the form on page 9 with your payment  
by May 3 to get the prepaid cost of: 

 
Adults, $10,  

Children (4 to 12) $5  
Children 3 & Under Free 

 
Cost at the door:  

Adults, $15;  Children (4 to 12), $10 

 
 
 

Celebration Shabbat  
and Family Dinner 

 

Friday, May 20 
Services @ 6 p.m.    Dinner @ 7 p.m. 

 

$25 per person 
Free for children 12 & under 

(Childrens’ dinners sponsored by Gail & Steven Gales) 
Featuring Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Michael Ungar 

 

Join B’nai Moshe as we begin our 100th Anniversary 
Celebration Weekend with Shabbat Services and a 
Shabbat Dinner. Enjoy a great meal and other fun 

activities. 
 

If you have people you would like to be seated with, please 
submit with your reservation form on page 9. 

 

Please RSVP by May 15  


