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Rummage Salea

Please Donate your

Gently worn clothes for the entire family (no stained or torn items please)
Housewares, baby goods, toys, electronics (in good condition) & miscellany

Small furniture (e.g. coffee tables, chairs) & dorm-sized refrigerators
(Sorry, no computers will be accepted)

Drop off dates & times
Sunday, July 10 ~9 a.m. - Noon

Monday through Thursday, July 11 -14 ~9 a.m. — 6 p.m.
(Note: Items cannot be accepted before July 10)
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Men, Women & Teens are invited to help

The rummage sale is Sisterhood's largest fund raising event, allowing Sisterhood fo provide many
wonderful things for our shul. This is a very time intensive undertaking that requires everybody's
help. Set-up hours have been extended to accommodate working schedules. We will gladly give
verification of community service hours for teen volunteers.

Help Sisterhood to help our shul. Volunteer for a couple of hours and have fun.

Set-up Dates
The week of July 17 - Daytime and evening slots will be available.
Sale Dates and Times
Sunday, July 24 ~10 a.m. — 4 p.m
Monday, July 25 ~10 a.m. — 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, July 26 ~ 10a.m. — 4p.m.

Please contact Ruth Shayne at 248-489-0783 or ruthshayne@gmail.com and let her know when you are available
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HOW YOU CAN REACH US

Telephone: (248) 788-0600
Fax: (248) 788-0604
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on the web: www.bnaimoshe.org

Clergy
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Executive Director
Charles Berris ............. cbminfo@bnaimoshe.org
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President ......c.cooeveeieiieneniniieee Dan Sperling
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Vice Presidents ........coovevvueveeeiiiiiiennnns Steve Fine
Steve Mondrow

Treasurer......ccooeveenieeeeeiececeeeeene. Joel Shayne
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August Bulletin Deadline

August Bulletin articles are due in the office on
July 5, 2011. Stories may be delivered to the
office, faxed to (248)788-0604, or e-mailed to
cbminfo@bnaimoshe.org. Photographs are
encouraged to accompany stories when
appropriate. Late stories are subject to inclusion
on a case-by-case basis.

HAVE YOU VISITED
OUR WEBSITE?
www.bnaimoshe.org

We Have Archived Bulletins

Thoughts From Our President

by Dan Sperling

Hi. I'm Dan Sperling and this is my first Bulletin article as the new president
of B'nai Moshe. | know what you're thinking. Déja vul... he’s back! No,
that was my dad — Steve Sperling — who was president before Kerry
Greenhut. | guess that makes me a “legacy.” I'm confident that I'll be able
to successfully carry the torch of leadership from these and earlier past
presidents, but I'll let the congregation be the ultimate judge of that.

The few times | thought about what sitting down to write this first article
would be like, | imagined that | would struggle with what to say. Now that I'm finally sitting
down to do it, | realize that there are many things for me to talk about... and I'm actually not
sure where to begin. | think I'll start with my introduction, so you know who your new
president is.

Neither my wife, Lisa, nor | grew up at B'nai Moshe. | spent my time at Beth Achim and
Lisa was raised at B’nai David — both in the Metro Detroit area. We have two wonderful
children: Josh, a senior at Walled Lake Western, who is headed off to the University of
Michigan in the fall; and Jenna, a sophomore at Walled Lake Central, who was just honored
at our 100t anniversary celebration as co-representing our future. Our kids DID grow up at
B’nai Moshe. In fact, they're the reason we're here. Jenna’s baby-naming was done by
Rabbi Pachter in early 1996 around the time that Josh began attending Tot Shabbat... and
we've been building relationships and putting down roots here ever since. B’'nai Moshe has
truly become our extended family.

For my “day job”, I'm the Senior Director of Strategy Management at Con-way Freight.
(Trust me, it sounds a lot more important than it is.) | joined there 4 years ago after 15 years
in consulting. Prior to that, | had received an Aerospace Engineering degree and an MBA —
both from the University of Michigan. (I guess that makes me a Maize and Blue Rocket
Scientist.) Note that I'm still an avid Wolverine fan and football season ticket holder, so you
may see some past presidents sitting in my seat on the bima on some fall Shabbatot. Unlike
some of my Wolverine brethren, however, I'm very tolerant of Spartans and Buckeyes and
even have some serving on the board of directors with me.

Now that you have some insight into who | am, I'd like to shift gears a bit and talk about our
recent 100t Anniversary celebration. By now, you've had a chance to participate in the
events surrounding our 100t Anniversary weekend — including the Shabbat dinner, Shabbat
morning services, or the dinner dance. (Although I'm writing this before the weekend has
actually occurred, I'm confident that everything was as wonderful as can be!) In next month’s
article, I'll reflect on some specifics of how things actually went. For now, though, I'd like to
touch on my hopes and expectations for the weekend.

To be totally honest, one of the big objectives for the weekend celebration was
fundraising. I'm not going to spend much time on it right now, though, since | don't yet know
how successful the campaign was and I'm sure I'll be covering the topic in this spot many
times over the next two years. Let me leave it at this... if you made a contribution during our
celebration — whether it was a brick for the new walkway, an ad in the celebration journal or
simply paying to attend one of the events... Thank you very much! Every penny you give to
B’nai Moshe helps and is greatly appreciated! If you haven't yet donated, it's not too late.
Please call the office tomorrow morming and help us exceed our goal for this event. Whether
you choose to give $18 or $18,000, it'll make a difference!

Now that that's out of the way, | want to close my first article with what | believe was the
most important goal of our 100t Anniversary celebration... reconnecting with B'nai Moshe!
We all lead very busy lives and have many demands not only on our money, but on our time.
As a result, we often don't get to spend as much time as we’d like with our family and our
friends. Hopefully, during our year-long celebration, you had a chance to reconnect with your
Shul and with your “old Shul friends”. (Better yet, hopefully you made some new ones.) |
don’t know about those of you reading this... but for Lisa and me, it is these connections
(both with the Shul and with our friends) that make B’nai Moshe a critical part of our lives
now and will for years to come.

Finally, a couple “thank you's to close out my first article. | want to begin by thanking our
outgoing president Kerry Greenhut for leading Congregation B'nai Moshe in this role for the
past two years as well as his many years of prior service. | look forward to having him sit by
my side on the executive committee as immediate past president. Most of all, though...
thank YOU for listening. | hope this article provided some insight into your new president. I'd
appreciate any feedback you have on this (or any) article as well as on any topic you'd like to
share. Feel free to email me dansperlingcbm@gmail.com or simply track me down on any
Shabbat.
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A Word From Our Rabbi

by Rabbi Elliot Pachter

Shavuot, the holiday which
commemorates God’s giving us the
Torah at Mt. Sinai, begins this year on
the evening of Tuesday June 7, and
continues until Thursday night June 9.
Shavuot is a Yom Tov, meaning that
its observance is identical to Shabbat,
except that cooking and public
carrying are permitted.

Shavuot literally means “weeks” and it is so named
because its date is determined by counting exactly
seven weeks from the second day of Pesach. During
these seven weeks we count the Omer, which is a
measure of barley brought as an offering during the
time of the Temple in Jerusalem. Shavuot, in addition
to being the day on which the Torah is given, is also
the date marking the conclusion of the annual barley
harvest.

One Shavuot custom is to stay up late on the first
night of the holiday to study the Torah and other
biblical and rabbinic texts. This custom is known as
Tikkun Leil Shavuot.

Another custom is the reading of the biblical Book of
Ruth. Ruth connects to Shavuot in a number of ways.
The story takes place during the time of the barley
harvest. Ruth is known as one who accepted the
Torah upon herself, similar to what all of Israel did at
Sinai. Finally, Ruth’s story concludes with a reference
to her great grandson, King David. David, according to
Jewish tradition, was born and died on Shavuot.

Our Shavuot schedule is as follows:

Tuesday, June 7
6 p.m. Mincha
6:15—8 p.m. The Ten Commandments
(1929 version) with discussion
led by Rabbi Pachter
8 p.m. Maariv
8:15 -9 p.m. Complimentary Dinner
and Torah Study
Wednesday, June 8

9a.m. Shacharit
(including the chanting of Ruth)
6 p.m. Mincha/Maariv
Thursday, June 9
9 a.m. Shacharit
(including Yizkor memorial
prayers from 10:30 and 11 a.m.)
9 p.m. Mincha/Maariv

A Word From Our Cantor

by Cantor Earl G. Berris

Akdamut is a poem, which was
composed during the First Crusade -
began in 1096 as an effort by Christian
Europe to recapture the "Holy Land"
from the Moslems who had seized it. On
their way to the Middle East, the
Christian knights would, in general, visit
terror if not outright destruction upon the
Jewish communities which happened to

be on their route.

Christians, who for 2000 years have always promoted
their religion as one of peace, tried to force their religion
upon their Jewish neighbors, often at the threat of death.
Sometimes, mock "debates" were held, in which Jewish
rabbis were forced to participate, knowing that the juries,
consisting of church officials, were rigged against them, and
that nothing they said would have any effect on their
listeners, or upon their own fate. The author of Akdamut,
Rabbi Meir son of Rabbi Yitzchak, who was the Hazzan of
the City of Vermaiza in Germany was the unwilling
participant in such a "debate."

The poem describes the words of the author as he
"debated" the truths of Judaism to a hostile audience. But
they are disguised for posterity in the Aramaic language,
which was not understood by the Christian world or its
censors. The author, who died shortly after the "debate," left
behind a priceless inheritance for the Jewish People, the
piyut, religious poem, of Akdamut. The practice began to
chant Akdamut on Shavuot, with its characteristic melody, at
the beginning of the Torah reading which includes the
"Aseret HaDibrot," the Ten Commandments.

Akdamut has 90 lines; the first 44 begin with a double
Aleph-Bet; Aleph, Aleph, Bet, Bet, and so on. The first
letters of the next 46 lines make up an acrostic in which the
author expresses the prayer that the L-rd will bless him with
the ability and opportunity, even in the extremely hostile
environment in which he found himself, to grow in
knowledge of Torah and in the performance of good deeds.

Each line of the poem, written in Aramaic, as mentioned
above, ended in the letters "Tav," the last letter of the Aleph
Bet, and "Aleph," the first letter of the Aleph-Bet, to show
that when one reaches the last letter, the "end" of the Torah,
so to speak, one immediately turns and restarts the Torah
from its "beginning."

Please join us this Shavuot, as we celebrate the receiving
of the Torah, the acceptance of the Mitzvot and show with
your participation that we are still strongly committed to our
Jewish faith and heritage, regardless of the many and
continual attempts to have us reject our special relationship
with God.




L.LLF.E. / Youth News

Bar Mitzvah Bat Mitzvah
Jacob Shamayev Yael Plotnick \‘ "
Jacob Shamayev will be called Adam and Debby Plotnick are . 4
to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah proud fo announce that their N

on June 4, 2011 at Congregation
B'nai Moshe.
He is the son of Natalie Shamayev and
the brother of Samuel Shamayev. Jacob is

the grandson of proud grandparents
Avshalum and Bukhor Peysakhov and
Khasida Peysakhova.

Jacob is an eighth-grade student at

daughter, Yael Miriam, will be
called to the Torah as a Bat
Mitzvah on June 18, 2011.

Yael is the sister of Benjamin Plotnick
and the granddaughter of Resha Maslowe,
Martin Maslowe and Carol Dressler, Evelyn
Plotnick and the late Harold Plotnick.

Yael's Bat Mitzvah project was making

"chemo caps” for cancer patients. Yael is a
7™ grade student at O.E. Dunckel Middle
School where she is a member of the track
and field team. Yael enjoys reading, fiber
arts and is an especially talented artist.

Hillel. He enjoys playing basketball, football
and golf as well as enjoys doing magic.
Jacob does volunteer work at Hillel and
recently returned from a two-week trip to
Israel.
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xBowling Brings B’nai Moshe, St. Paul Students Together
B'nai Moshe high school students partnered with

hose from St. Paul (the church now occupying the

ormer Detroit location of B'nai Moshe) to establish

% ayouth outreach program. They kicked off the

% program with a team building and bowling event on

:,' May 1. The teens quickly made new friendships and

: hope to continue with quarterly events. Attendees

: included Hannah Fine and Sam Kirshenbaum (event

% co-planners), Jenna Sperling (team building events),

: Shane Sperling, and Ben Taub. Future events include

: community service, diversity programs, and social

: outings.

%  For more information on future events, contact

: Lisa Sperling or Elyse Fine.
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@: Celebrate Graduation Shabbat June 11
On Shabbat morning, June 11, we will honor all who are graduating programs in Jewish and secular

education. Please submit to the synagogue office the names of those in your households who are completing: college,
graduate or professional school, high school (including the Frankel Jewish Academy and ATID), middle school (including
Hillel Day School), and adult education (including the Florence Melton Mini-School).




Kolel Moshe / Family Education
Make Ruth Part Of Your Shavuot Celebration

The book of Ruthis one of the five Megillot that are part of the Jewish Biblical canon which are traditionally read on
specific Jewish holidays. Ruthis always read on Shavuot which falls in early June this year. There are many
interesting reasons given to explain why Ruth was associated with Shavuot. Here are a few of them that I found by
doing a little library research.

Ruth was a Moabite woman who was the first convert to Judaism. She freely chooses to join the Jewish
people when she refuses to leave her mother-in-law, Naomi, and swears to her that "For wherever you go,
I will go; wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people and your God my God." The
Shavuot holiday celebrates the receiving and accepting of the Torah at Mt. Sinai. There the Jewish
nation was born as the Jewish people freely chose to accept the laws of the Torah as a guide for living
even before they knew what those laws were. In doing so, they said to God - we will be your people for
You are our God.

The book of Ruthis a story with many agricultural overtones. It starts with a time of famine which leads
Naomi and her family to move to Moab in search of food which is how Ruth meets the family and marries
into it. Affer the tragic death of all the men, when she returns with Naomi to Israel, she gleans the
fields for food. While gleaning she meets Naomi's kinsman, Boaz, who will become her second husband.
Shavuot was a harvest holiday in Biblical times when people traveled to Jerusalem fo bring the First
Fruits to the Temple to thank God for his bounty.

Ruth is great-grandmother of King David whose birth and/or death is said to have been on Shavuot.

To learn more about the book of Ruth, or to find lovely retellings of the story for children, come into the library and
you will find the following titles:

Readling Ruth: Contemporary Women Reclaim A Sacred Story ed. by Judith Kates and Gail Twersky.

The Garden of Ruth by Eva Etzioni-Halevy. This is a novel for adults built around the character of Ruth.
The Story of Ruth retold by Maxine Rose Schur. (For children)

Ruth and Naomi: A Bible Story by Jean Marzollo. (For children)
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B’NAI MOSHE MEMBERS AMONG MELTON GRADUATES

Mazel Tov to Herbert Cohen, Susann Kauffman, traditions and current trends and dilemmas facing
Michael Liebowitz (in memory of his wife, Susan) and today's Jewish community.
Jodi Weinfeld who are among the 2011 graduates of We certainly applaud this year's group of 64
the Florence Melton Adult Mini-School. graduates who have shown their commitment to

A project of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem enriching their lives through Jewish education.
and sponsored locally by Federation's Alliance for To register for the Florence Melton Adult Mini-
Jewish Education, this two-year nationally acclaimed School program in the fall, or for more information, call
program explores Jewish ethics, history, values, the Melton office at 248.205.2557 or e-mail at
bronstein@ jfmd.org.




Synagogue / Sisterhood / Men’s Club

<AV1A?1AV1 S N V1 V1 ?1 V1 ?1 V1 V1 ?1 V1 ?1 V1 ?1 A
<7 4<7'4<7v4<7'4<7v4<7'4<7'4<7v4<7'4<7v4vv4vv4vv4vv4vv4vv4v

.1;

AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT AT CA T A A S

Stop By Sisterhood’s Judaica
. Shop For Your Shavuot Gifts

On Shavuot we are
> suppose to decorate the
> house with flowers. Why not [”/9
buy a folding vase (from Q‘a\\“

sr'ael). We have a few of [/]
them in the gift shop. For °
Fa‘rher"s Day, buying a nice

1 y  shofar

< or a new Kiddush cup might
”‘(Q\"

just put a smile on dad's face.
Remember, support the
%, Sisterhood gift shop at every opportunity.
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Word from the Men's Club President
On Sunday May 8, The Men's Club

brought back the Mother's Day brunch.

Ll This tradition, which has been absent

’ from B'nai Moshe for almost 10 years,
ﬂ was the result of months of planning by

| the Men's Club Mother's Day

committee.

Arriving at 7:30 on Sunday morning, a small group of
dedicated men prepared and served around 50 shul
members and friends who came to B'nai Moshe to
celebrate our Moms on their special day. The brunch
was a complete success and the compliments flowed.
When leaving the brunch, each mom received a couple
of roses and lots of smiles. It was great sharing this
day with our B'nai Moshe family.

The Men’s Club is busy planning many additional
events. Our next outing will fake us to the Detroit
Tiger game on June 26. We will start by going to
Comerica Park and watching the Detroit Tigers beat
the Arizona Diamondbacks. Following the game, we will
return to the shul for a festive Bar BQ. Please call the
office for more information. Don't miss out on these
great prices, great seats, and a chance to sing "Take
me out to the ball game" during the seventh inning
stretchl
See you there,

Jonathan Tobes
Men's Club President

Ve

£ CLLLee el

A2 25 20 20 20 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 Ja V!

Brunch Makes Moms Smile ﬁ

Three generations of the Nusbaum family
members were among those enjoying the
festivities.

Nathan, Amy and Isaac Lemus pose for the

camera.

Surrounded by
her husband
Kevin and
children Haley
and Robbie,
Stacey Whalen
celebrates.

Tobes
family
smile as
they

B honor

| Mom.
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Synagogue / Community News / Men’s Club

Take Advantage of LinkedIln Networking

B'nai Moshe Men's Club is sponsoring a program at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, June 5, about using the online social
networking website, LinkedIn.
e LinkedIn helps you find past and present colleagues and classmates quickly and makes staying in touch
simple.
e Using LinkedIn you can discover inside connections when you're looking for a job or a new business
opportunity.

e The LinkedIn network is full of industry experts willing to share advice.

Our speaker is Karen Gutman, an Employment Specialist at JVS with degrees from Oakland University and
the University of Michigan. Karen helps job seekers gain the knowledge to conduct an effective campaign to
connect with networking partners and ultimately land a great job. She helps businesses connect with other
business people as well as assists with resume writing, interviewing, online social networking, computer skills,
and support. She also specializes in building client relationships, training, public speaking, program
development, communications and managing people.

B’nai Moshe Annual Picnic

Congregation B'nai Moshe will hold its annual picnic on August 28 on the grounds of B'nai Moshe.

It will begin at 11 am, ending at 2 pm. There will be a tent this year. Hamburgers, hot dogs, veggie
dogs and turkey burgers will be available. Side dishes, condiments and refreshments will also be on
hand. There will be entertainment for the kids, including crafts, games, face-painting, a moon bounce
and a return visit from Uncle Jim, the balloonist. Uncle Jim specializes in balloon creation including
animals, cars and many other things. A short musical program will also take place during the picnic.

All congregants, their family and friends, are invited.
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